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Surveys and canopy cameras of critically threatened monkeys
in Comoé National Park, Cote d’lvoire

West African Primate Conservation Research Group
(Sery Gonedelé Bi, Reiko Matsuda Goodwin, Alec Baxt, Anderson Bitty, Edward Wiafe)

This presentation reports preliminary findings of
our fieldwork conducted in Comoé National Park in
the northeast of Cote d’Ivoire. The main objective of
this study was to find out priority area(s) where we
would focus on the synergistic conservation actions
on the white-thighed colobus (Colobus vellerosus) and
the white-naped mangabey (Cercocebus lunulatus).
Both species are globally threatened species. We first
performed an NDVI analysis of a Landsat image of the
park that delineated several habitat types and chose three
study areas in the southwest. We set up a trail camera
in the tree crown along each of the 10 transects within

each study area. We also conducted surveys using the
line transect sampling method, mainly along the gallery
forest and in forest islands, and reconnaissance surveys
that pass through all types of habitat. The canopy cameras
obtained images of all primates except three species
including the white-thighed colobus. The 175 km of
walking surveys obtained the average visual encounter
rates (group/km) of C. lunulatus and C. vellerosus at
0.22 and 0.07, respectively. Unexpectedly, during a
survey, we found an individual monkey that appeared to
be a baboon-mangabey hybrid. The taxonomic identity
and genetic status of this individual needs verification.

Factors affecting foraging activity of critically endangered White-bellied
Herons Ardea insignis (Hume, 1878) in two river basins of Bhutan

Pema Khandu, George A. Gale, Sara Bumrungsri (Conservationists for White-bellied Herons)

EBREE2 (FBAFARMZEE 2-)

White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis (WBH)
is critically endangered but we lack the necessary
information on many aspects of its basic ecology nor
are threats to the species clearly understood. The goal
of this study was to analyze WBH foraging microhabitat
selection, foraging behavior and prey preferences in two
river basins in Bhutan likely home to one of the largest
remaining populations of WBH. We also explored
the relationship between the relative abundance of the
WBH and prey biomass catch per unit effort within four
foraging river microhabitats (pool, pond, riffle and run).
Prey species were sampled in 13 different 100 m thalweg
length of the rivers during random occasions using cast

O B G Bk

nets and electrofishing gear. The riffle and pool were
most commonly used microhabitats with 80 and 62
feeding observations. The relative abundance (43 %)
of WBH and prey biomass catch per unit effort (118 +
5 g/h) was the highest in riffles which showed a weak
but significant positive correlation (rs = 0.22). WBH
exploited three genera of fish species (Gara, Salmo, and
Schizothorax) of which Schizothorax (64 %) was the most
dominant genus. This study fills the existing knowledge
gap and provides evidence to support effective policy
and management implementation for further protection
of its riverine habitat and enhancement of food resource
for long time survival of WBH.
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