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1 st International NGO Program Grant

Survey project on activities of grass-roots NGOs network based on
experience of co-operation of wetland NGOs in Korea and Japan

KASHIWAGI Minoru, KURECHI Masayuki, JINNAI Takayuki, KIM
Kyuncheol, KIM Choony, DUFF Louise, ROSTRON Chris, YOUNG
Llewellen, PARK Sunyoung, MA Yongwun and SUZUKI Margaret

Ramsar Convention aims for conservation and wise use of all the wetlands in the world. The convention has to
address problems coming out of the work for the conservation on the site of all the wetlands. Thus, it is an important
task to establish a basis to incorporate the voices of those local people and local NGOs who support the conservation
of wetlands.

The project took Ramsar Convention as the major target, surveyed and analysed, in co-operation with NGO related
people domestically and internationally, how the opinion of local people and local NGOs have been reflected in the
convention thus far, and studied for ways how such opinion of local people/local NGOs will be reflected.

As aresult, the following points were revealed: 1) From a search of resolutions in the past Ramsar Convention has
considered the sector of NGOs, indigenous people and local people as important; 2) For the purpose of conservation
and wise use of wetlands, wetland NGOs in the world worked hard to organise a network, World Wetland

Network, through Conferences of Parties COPs for decades and obtained a certain result from working towards

the convention; 3) it is valid to search for official relationship like Memorandum of Understanding with Ramsar
Secretariat for the purpose of giving an effective impact for implementation of the Convention; 4) concentrated and
constant sharing of information as was seen in the co-operation of wetland NGOs in Korea and Japan is important
for an active international network; 5) financial resources to continue these activities are a task to overcome.

Key words: Conservation and Wise Use of Wetlands, World Wetland Network, International Convention and NGO,

Resolutions of Ramsar Convention

Ramsar Network Japan
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1 st International Program Grant

Action to conserve the ancient landscape of the Shimane Peninsula
where waste materials that drifted ashore disturb the view

NOMURA Ritsuo, TAKASU Akira, IRIZUKI Toshiaki,
TSUJIMOTO Akira, TASAKA Kunio and YAMADA Kazuhiko

The ground of Izumo was formed with sediment from the Hii River basin system, since the Shimane peninsula was a
natural huge barrier to dam up it. Fertilized ground and lagoon were also formed in the Shinjiko-Nakaumi lowland.
Such a ground was called as a place of “the Izumo culture” which means the Izumo characterized by an indigenous
culture. The Izumo culture produced a number of myths, thus it has been also called “the birthplace of myth. The
Kunibiki Geopark Project Center, Shimane University, has performed a number of meetings and excursions for the
citizens, to announce the nature of Izumo that is the valuable place from the viewpoint of geology and geography.
However, enormous drifted wastes deteriorate the coastal scenery. The purpose of this action is to keep the
wonderful environment of the Shimane peninsula as a suitable place for a geopark, in association with people living
in this peninsula.

Key words: Excursion, Symposium for regional community, Conservation and protection of landscape, Community

cooperation
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Annual Report of Pro Natura Foundation Japan vol. 26 (2018)

1 st International Program Grant

Environmental education materials related to wild animals
in Shiga Highland Biosphere Reserve

KODAMA Harutaka, NOGUCHI Koichi, MIZUTANI Mizuki
and MITSUHASHI Shiro

For environmental education in Shiga Kogen Biosphere Reserve, Shiga Kogen Guide Association carried out a
research on life of wild animals by using trail cameras, tracking wild animals, and so on. The research aimed to
create environmental education materials for learners to explore ways to coexist with wild animals. Images taken
in the research were used for interpretation to tourists, schools, etc., the exhibition in Shiga Kogen Conservation
Center and internet delivery. To make the research more meaningful, researchers from Shinshu University designed
and analyzed the research to see how wild animals live and behave in nature.

Key words: Environmental education, Wild animals, Biodiversity, Interpretation

Shiga Kogen Guide Association
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Annual Report of Pro Natura Foundation Japan vol. 26 (2018)

1 st International Program Grant

River investigation system operated by citizens
in Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark

WADA Koji, NAKAMURA Yugo, OKAMURA Akane, SHIRAI Takaaki,
FURUSAWA Kana and Muroto Geopark River Investigation Team

Local people in Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark, southwestern Japan, are worried about environmental changes of the forest
in the drainage areas as this may cause changes in the quality of the river water and increase the risk of overbank flooding. Our
project has established an investigation system for the river environment operated by local people and school children with
geopark staffs. This investigation system includes a method of estimating the volume of suspended sediment in river water by
water transparency and biological water quality assessment based on macroinvertebrate communities. These researches indicate
moderate sediment amount and high river water quality in Muroto Geopark. The forest environment in Muroto Geopark is
presumed to be kept favorable and to be efficiently managed by forest industries including charcoal makers. The investigation
also indicates that typhoons accompanied by heavy rain cause the noticeable increase of suspended sediments in the river water.

Key words: Water transparency, Macroinvertebrate, River water quality, Typhoon

Muroto Geopark Promotion Committee
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Mt. Chokai and Tobishima Island Geopark Plan:
Forest Conservation Forum

OTA Takehiko, MOKUDALI Kuniyasu, UMETSU Kanichi,
SUDA Kazuo, KISHIMOTO Seiji, SASAKI Yoshinobu,
YUHORA Kazuhiro, HIRATA Kazuhiko, ITO Yoshitaka,
SOMA Koichi and HATANAKA Yushi

Regarding international geopark activities, protection and conservation of geological natural heritage areas is
considered an important task of geopark activities. However, as for the Mt. Chokai Tobishima Island Area Geopark,
which just started its activities, there was not a common awareness of the strategy for protection and conservation
among the local residents, administration, tourism industry and researchers.

In this project, the "Forest Environment" was addressed, and by holding a forum, disussion was deepened on how
to proceed with fundamental data accumulation, ways of sustainable geoconservation (protection of geological
natural heritage area) suited to the social environment of the area, and development of human resources for leading
these activities for the geological natural heritage area that ought to be protected and conserved.

Through this project, it was recognized anew that regarding protection and conservation in geopark activities, the
process of consensus building and developing a common understanding among the diverse main actors involved in
these activities is very important. For this purpose, from 2017 onward, budgetary measures will be taken by this
council in order to continue to implement the "Environmental Conservation Forum".

Key words: Geosite, Geoconservation, Sustainable development, Consensus building

Mt. Chokai & Tobishima Island Geopark Plan Promotion Committee
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