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“Breeding Bird Atlas” The national breeding bird distribution census

UETA Mutsuyuki, ARA Teppei, SATO Nozomu and HAYAMA Seiji

We started the survey of all the bird species inhabiting Japan planned to be completed in 2020. This survey is
organized and led mainly by various non-profit organizations of Japan.

During the first two years, we have completed 1,124 routes walked by 1,678 researchers. Comparison of the mid-
project result of the study with that of past similar studies showed the increase of large piscivorus birds and decrease
of small piscivorus birds. It also showed the increase of tropical migrant birds that spend summer in Japan which
had largely declined in 1990s.

We made detailed surveys in Ibaraki Prefecture and in Tokyo. The comparison between the two study sites
showed the predominance of woodland birds in Tokyo and that of grassland birds in Ibaraki. The observed difference
in avifauna suggested the impact of difference of geology and land-use history in the two regions. And the
comparison of avifauna in different time periods in Tokyo showed the increase of woodland birds and the decrease
of grassland birds.

Almost half of the scheduled routes were covered as we finished the first half of the five-year project. We aim at
continuing our effort in detecting temporal changes in Japanese birds if any, and explain the cause of the change.
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